LET'S NOT WASTE THIS DPPORTUNITY!

Communiqué put forward by the UBUNTU Forum faor the forthcoming UN
Summit of Heads of State and Government

5 September 2005

and Governmenl will be held in Mew York an 14,

15 and 16 Seplember, Considerable hope and
anargy has gone inks the preparalion of his summil, being
held during the year of the B0th anniversary of the UN
and the 5th anniversary of the approval of the
Millennium Development Goals (MDG), The summit has
been preceded by the work of a number of panels and,
above all, Kofi Annan's report "|n Larger Fresdom"™,

Thi mat United Nations Summit of Heads of State

Al the presend lime, negolistions on the final wording are
angoing and il is assential that we use all the means al our
disposal to ensure that thare are no last-minule culs and
Iriies, &8 have occurred on previows occasions. Despile
the effors of all those involved - including civil sociehy
argantsations around the world - fthere s the danger Thal
the maeling will end wilth a declaration that does nol incu-
de any significanl proposals nor, i parlicular, any effeciiva
commibments 1o pul them inlo prectice without further
delay, al kst giwing the world the Instruments and tha
poveers required 1o lackle the serdous problems and cha-
llargpes Ml face us loday.

For this reason, we the signatores ko this communigue ane
raksing owr woices louder than ever bafore and invile Ihe
citizens of the waorld o add (heir voices bo owrs (for exam-
ple, by partkclpating in the global mebilization organisad in
this conlext for 10 Seplember). In addition, we urge the
Heads of State and Government as a whole so that
they shoulder the respansibility which s belng raised
hefore them, do nol to miss this opportunity and call
an them, without further excuses o delay, to take the
decisions and assume the commitments, including, at
this time of their review, those which will ensure that
we are able to achisve the Millennium Develapmeant
Goals,

Without going imo the broad range of themes under cong-
daration nor inbe the spacific woarding of he final lexd, o1 fhe

level of a comrmasnbgus, we single oul the major directions
wihlch, i our view, the outcome of the summil ought bo aim
oo ands:

1. FINANCING FOR DEVELOPMEMNT, GLOBAL GOVER-
NANCE AND THE STRENGTHENING OF THE UNITED
HATIONS

The only way lo adwvance lowards achieving ihe
Millenmium Development Goals (which should ba sean
as the mindmum we should be alming for) and the pro-
grammes of the UN summits in the 1990s (which have
never been implemented) is to equip oursehes with
mechanisms to finance develapmenl. This requires
immediate fulfilment of the historical commitments for
Official Development Assistance [ODA) and the invple-
mentation of new International Finance Facilities (IFF).
Taxing mMernational Bnancial capilal and millialives undena-
ken by ihe Aclion Against Hunger and Poverty should lead
ko the consequent creslion and use of worldwide oohasion
funds for dewelopmeant. Equally, the cancellation of exter-
mal debt (withowt any more of the misleading manoeuwes
for the media seen al the last maeling of he GB) annd o i
weorld trade system are goals thal need o be achisved
urgently and at the same lime. Commitments in all these
areas will make it possible to eradicate world poveriy.

It will only be possible o reaffirm the Monbarmey
Consensus, n beims of the goals described above and 1he
need o seforme e intermational nencial archifeciure and
enbance the colerance, governance amd consistency of
e imernalional monelary, Meanclal and tradimg sysfems,’
il wa Lake he necessany sleps lowands refounding the
Bretion Woods Instilutions (the International Monatary
Fund, World Bank and others] and the Warld Trade
Organization (WTO) within the UN. Only then will a refor-
s, reinforced and mose democralic ECOSO0C (unnmed
into Economic and Social Council, 1o which oughl to be
addad "Emniranmantal, wilh all e consequences thal this
would entail] finally be able o play the role ervisaged for it
in the Uniled Mations Charbes,

Oy with these acions will the United Hations be truly
strengthened as the heart of the multilateral system of
international institutions and a systam of glebal demo-
cratic governance that will halt and reverse the
tendeney for public responsibilities essentially in the
private sector to be abandoned.




2. HUMAM RIGHTS, PEACE AND SECURITY

Firsily, we applaud he forcefulness with which the current
Pl xplicibhy cosers. the themes of gender equality and
the empowermant of women, Human developmend,
peaca and securily will only be possible with Ihis egquality
ainad armpowarren,

Wi wholehoarodly concur wilh he currenl lex) (and ear-
ller varsions) when it says thal development, peace amd
gaciily and human dghts are inferfinkaed and mtually
refnforeing snd cannat be onjoped withouwt each offeer

Az & resull, we, whio heve withoa resenmation crificised and
ctalliiiie b eriliciae lemonist sltacks (Tha mosd recent being
in Lesntesnn aanid Egypl). a= well as the illegal usa of “preven-
fve' force (The mos! undlaleral wea of such frce being in
P wiar in bran), (nassl thal:

a) firsily, the UN Security Council nesds to be reformed
by being made more democratic and stronger hrough
fhe sliminalion of (he vels, ncrease in e number of seals
based on lhe regional realily of the workd, and effective
conbred by the General Assembly. These are all sesankial
steps (o regain the workds Irusl in a body el ought o be
the guarantor of worldwide peace and securily by focusing
il waork, with the General Assembly and ils clher councils,
in the following areas: conflicl resohdion by pesceful
means; disarmament and non-proliferalion; and he use of
force as a fmal resol and only in accofdance wilh The pro-
vislona of the UM Chartar,

b) secondly, the wicissibudes affacling the world and i piar-
licular tha Increase in violeni lension call for new
inteligence and approachas. In this respect, we appdaud
the facl thal, until now, the current text establishes or
rajses concepls such as the following to the status of
being necessary: peacedsiiong, for which it includes a
proposal o creple & specillc UN commission; peacekae-
g, the culfure of peace and initfatives on dislogue
among cultures, civifsalions and refglons; human
security; universal adherence amd implementation of

e global legal framework at jocal and international
levels; & colfeclive sacurity syshem n aocordance with the
Unitedd Nalfons Charfay, respect for nevradional L, the
resolulion of infewmaliona confvels, ecovynic growdh, e
fisdl enjoyment of humman rights, el

c) thirdly, as formadatad in Iha current lexl, the proposal 1o
sel up & new Human Righls Council is & uselul slep n he
necessary sirenglhening of (he Unied Malsns sod in lulu-
re developmeant. |1 s importand, Though, e susiain and
mcrease the supporl o the cwrent funclions of the
Commlsslon. Only then, will this councl also senm o
onsure thal human rights, one of the UN's fundamsenial
pilars, permeate every olhar area and sikeation.

1, RESPOMSIBILITY AMD CONSISTEMCY: COMMIT-
MEMNTS AND MEASURES

Thie new bexd, currently in ke, undoubdedly alms 1o mea-
sure up 1o the currenl siroumsetances, The mamy and vared
problems thal we now ksce are serlous and inamelated. In
general, the proposals are inleresting, though in some
casas lhoy are sill inadequale, as we have already
broughl fo olhers’ ailenfion. Meveribeless, (1= weakest
point remains, perhaps, the consislency Debwesn e
daclaralions of principles and proposals, the acceplance of
regponsibilitizs and the approval of the necessary cammil-
rmienis (wilh dales, amourls, efc.) and Uhe cogilEcil delails of
the apacific and alfective measures and sction (by whom,
wihere, when, ate.) bo truly imglemeant them.

It Iz within this framework of a global vision fhal we call
upan e Hesds of State and Government, as paolitical
representatives, and the leaders of international orga-
nisations, to sirive lo pursue and uphold the course in
which the negolialions hsd progressed in recent
months, Only then the international community, with
the active parficipation of civil society, can face the
challonges and look ahead to a brighter Tulure.

Wa slill have fimal Laf's nol wasle his apporunily!

Fadeico Meayor, Mero Soares - Fundagao Marko Soares; José Saramago - Presmio Mol de Lilerahes; Noam Chomsky - Wiitar; Edgar
Morin - YWiter; Cora Waiss - The Hague Appesl bor Pasce; Poul N, RasmussenfHadem Des - Global Progressive Forum; 'Willy Thys -
Werld Conlederafion of Labour Wilkam Pace - Waild Pederaiist Movemeni; Robero Savio - IPS, Inber Press Service] Mohsmmod Fayek
- Arah Organisation kar Human Righls; Hermenn Spangaard - PPN, int, Physicians for Sue Prevention of Muckeas War, Alexandar ILikotal
- Green Cross Inlermalional; Virginia Vangas - Ariculackin Feminisia Mercosw, Ridhard A Falk - Pencelan Undveraily, Chico Whitakar -
Micmbro Comisian Justicia y Pag - Brasil; Ann Pellifor - Mew Economics Foundation; Faima Alloo - DANR - Adiica; Kinhide bMushakojl -
AREMA Asian Regional Exchange for Mew Allemalives; John Fosbar - Mofh-South Instiluie; Cados Tdonermonn - lisillubo
Latinoamaricana de Edecacian para o Desamala ILAEDES; Arcadi Qiyeres - Justica and Pesice - Europe; Giampiero Alhaded - Salidar,
Romule Tores - Esiralogia Anding Cenlromericana iy Amazanica de i Dewds (ACAAYL Dongld T. Charembira - Woed fssemiily of Youlh,
vicarde Gorcia Delgado - UN Ropesentalive of CIWVICLS; Jorge Misls - Cantio imemacional para Ia Guitura Democrilica; Marli Olvella
- Alance lor B Aesponsabie, Plural and United Warld; Juan Federer - Cenler [or Wer Peace Shxlies; Luz Salia Valasques < Red
Lalinoamerican de Eshudios Ambiermiales Urbanos; Anpels Matars - Asocincion Naciones Unides Espana / Lalinpamsarica; Podro Sanana
- iva Ia Cludsdania - Colombiag Rocio Valdeaveliano - Jubieo Sur - Pen; Peler J. Heniol - Jesull Cantre jor Theological Aedlaction;
Agusli Colomines - UNESGOGAT - Cenre Lingsco de Catelunys; Guulz Jauregui - Universidad del Pais 'Vasce; Ferran Requajo -
Universiial Pompeu Fabre; Josep Xercaving - UBUNTU Secrelariat




