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ABOUT WRI

The World Resources Institute is an environmental think tank that goes beyond research

to create practical ways to protect the Earth and improve people’s lives. Our mission is to
move human society to live in ways that protect Earth’s environment for current and future
generations. Our program meets global challenges by using knowledge to catalyze public and
private action:

» To reverse damage to ecosystems. We protect the capacity of ecosystems to sustain life and
prosperity.

» To expand participation in environmental decisions. We collaborate with partners worldwide
to increase people’s access to information and influence over decisions about natural
resources.

» To avert dangerous climate change. We promote public and private action to ensure a safe
climate and sound world economy.

» To increase prosperity while improving the environment. We challenge the private sector to
grow by improving environmental and community well-being.

In all of its policy research and work with institutions, WRI tries to build bridges between
ideas and actions, meshing the insights of scientific research, economic and institutional
analyses, and practical experience with the need for open and participatory decision-making.

THE INTERNATIONAL FINANCIAL FLOWS AND THE ENVIRONMENT PROJECT

WRI’s International Financial Flows and the Environment (IFFE) project works to align public
and private investment with sustainable development that results in positive outcomes on the
ground.

IFFE influences upstream decision-making in order to enable change downstream at the
project and community levels. The project concentrates on both public and private finance.

Our research, analysis, and engagement strategies target a subset of international

financial institutions including Export Credit and Guarantee Agencies (ECAs), Multilateral
Development Banks (MDBs), and private Equator Principle Banks that have agreed to apply
social and environmental safeguards to project finance.

We focus our efforts on banks that shape international environmental and social policies and
norms for finance, trade, and investment because these institutions set the conditions for
private sector investment.



