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Foreword

Malawi signed the Millennium Declaration adopted at the United Nations General Assembly in
New York in September, 2000. This global initiative is aimed at alleviating abject poverty, which
is affecting more than one- sixth of the world's population. There are eight goals in the declaration
namely: eradicate extreme poverty and hunger, achieve universal primary education, promote
gender equality and empowerment of women, reduce child mortality, improve maternal health,
Combat HIV and AIDS, Malaria and other diseases, Ensure environmental sustainability, and
organise a global partnership for development.

Malawi, like many other member countries that signed the Millennium Declaration is committed to
achieving the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). As such the Malawi Government has
already oriented its work around the goals. In Malawi, the MDGs will be implemented through the
Malawi Growth and Development Strategy(MGDS), which is an overarching medium term
development strategy to run from 2006 to 2011.

It must be noted however, that while implementation of the MDGs in middle income countries is
integrated with regular budget processes and long term development strategy, least developed
countries like Malawi, medium term development strategies are the most appropriate
instruments. However, their achievements depend on the availability of right policies and
sufficient resources. This implies that without sufficient resources, issues of economic
development in Malawi articulated in the Vision 2020, MGDS, and the Public Sector Investment
Programme (PSIP) will not be achieved.

This Report, therefore, is devoted to assessing progress made towards the achievement of the
MDGs, taking into account that 2007 is the mid-point for Millennium Development Goals. The
report will also highlight challenges that are being faced in the course of implementing the MDGs
and come up with ways of addressing the challenges.

Lastly, | would like to thank the team that came up with this report. | would like also to thank

UNDP MDG country team and EU Capacity Building Project for Economic Management for the
financial support rendered towards production of 2007 Millennium Development Goal Report.

Ted Kalebe M.P
MINISTER OF ECONOMIC PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT.
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